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Introduction

Natural disasters are hazards that can potentially pose risks to properties, people, and infrastructure. The frequency and intensity of natural disasters have increased greatly over the past few decades as a result of human activities such as urban sprawl and industrialization. Meanwhile, the economic and social costs of natural disasters have also increased due to the provision of insurance, increasing wealth, poor government land use planning, and an enlarging disparity between developed and developing countries.

There are two different types of natural hazards: hydro-meteorological and physical. The former is caused by climatic processes; for example, the El Niño Southern Oscillation cycle has a close correlation with drought and flood risks in Eastern and Western Pacific countries, while the latter is caused by land processes such as seismic activities.
Definition of Key Terms

International Aid
The transfer of financial resources or commodities from more economically developed countries (MEDCs) to less economically developed countries (LEDCs). Regardless of what type of resources are given, the purpose is to assist LEDCs to recover during periods of crisis, post-disaster recovery being one of them. 
Community Preparedness
The ability of a country to cope with natural disasters. Ways of developing community preparedness include monitoring systems, protective measures like coastal defenses, and preparations such as raising local awareness and installing early warning systems.
Hazard Hotspots

A region that’s vulnerable to more than one hazard. 
Mega-disasters

A natural disaster with exceptional magnitude and large areal extent, usually across multiple countries. They cause severe economic and social costs, an example being the 2004 Asia Tsunami, which was triggered by a 9.0 magnitude undersea upthrust and eventually affected 18 countries with a total death toll of over 220,000.
El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
The ENSO cycle is an irregular climate pattern that describes variations in the direction of trade winds and sea temperature, thus affecting the climates of tropical countries over the Pacific Ocean. It consists of two stages: El Nino and La Nina. During the El Nino phase, ocean temperatures become warmer and the trade winds blowing from the western Pacific to the eastern Pacific weaken, which results in a reduction of rainfall in the eastern Pacific and dry conditions over the western Pacific coasts like Peru, and vice versa.
Background
How detrimental are natural disasters to countries?

Philippines
According to the latest World Risk Index report, the Philippines ranked first on the list of global disaster risk hotspots. Being located on a destructive plate boundary between the oceanic Philippines plate and continental Eurasian plate as well as a climatic belt, it’s exposed to frequent hydro-meteorological and physical hazards. It has a vulnerable population of 98 million, including 11 million in coastal Manila. $3.5 billion were spent on economic recovery annually, and that accounts for roughly 10% of GDP and becomes a primary factor that retards the country’s development. Approximately 100 to 150 earthquakes are felt per year, not to mention the countless number of lower-magnitude quakes, and up to 80% of the country’s land area is landslide-prone. At the same time, it’s greatly affected by the ENSO cycle. There are up to 15 typhoons every year, which result in floods such as the 2010-2011 floods in the eastern Philippines that displaced over 450,000 people, and around 42% of the country is experiencing drought or dry spells.
Disparity between MEDCS and LEDCS when facing natural disasters 

Haiti


Haiti is the least-developed country in the western hemisphere, and its capital, Port-au-Prince, has one of the densest populations at almost 30,000 people per square kilometer. Meanwhile, the country sits on a destructive plate boundary, and two conservative faults make Haiti constantly exposed to seismic activities. All of those factors combined make Haiti extremely vulnerable to natural disasters, including the most detrimental 7.0 magnitude earthquake in 2010. Over 2 million people were affected, including over 200,000 people killed, and the country has no coherent emergency plan. This is exacerbated by the damage to Haiti’s only airport, as the relief effort from other countries was hampered. 

Netherlands & the UK


Development countries are more capable of pre-disaster preparation, economic recovery, and the mitigation of future natural disasters. An example is the catastrophic North Sea Flood of 1953, which killed over 2,500 people and damaged over 47,300 buildings across the Netherlands, Belgium, and the UK. Not only did those countries have warning systems like Rijkswaterstaat, but they also responded to the disaster immediately by dropping off supplies using planes and sending thousands of soldiers and administrators to assist in the evacuation of residents. After the disaster, the Netherlands’ government also created a flood-control project called "Delta Works," where 13 dams were built to close off estuaries, including the Rhine, and shorten the vulnerable coastline region by 700 km. The UK also started the Thames Barrier program to protect central London against future storm surges. 
The Poor are affected disproportionally


Haiti

· 86% of people living in the capital city Port-au-Prince live in slums. As a result of the poor quality of housing, approximately 250,000 houses were damaged, and Port-au-Prince has the highest mortality as a result of the 2010 Haiti Earthquake.
Myanmar

· The Irrawaddy delta is densely populated and consists of many poor-quality housing units, including 50% made out of wood or bamboo. During the 2008 Cyclone Nargis, 1 in 2 families had their homes completely destroyed by flooding.
· Myanmar is heavily reliant on agriculture. Cyclone Nargis flooded 63% of the paddy fields, so it caused food insecurity and high inflation of food prices for the poor.
UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

2015 Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction

Proposed by the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) and agreed to by 187 UN member states, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction is the first major agreement of the Post-2015 development agenda, consisting of 7 targets that are aimed to be achieved by 2030:

· substantial reduction in global disaster mortality
· substantial reduction in the number of affected people
· reduction in economic losses relative to global GDP
· substantial reduction in disaster damage to critical infrastructure and disruption of basic services
· an increase in the number of countries with national and local disaster risk reduction strategies
· enhanced international cooperation
· increased access to multi-hazard early warning systems and disaster risk information and assessments
2017 Special Meeting “Aftermath of recent hurricanes: Achieving a risk-informed and resilient 2030 Agenda”

Following the devastating 2017 Atlantic Hurricane Season and a series of earthquakes, including the most catastrophic Puebla earthquake in Mexico, on October 24th, 2017, ECOSOC had a special meeting that set this agenda for achieving a risk-informed and resilient world against natural disasters by 2030. The agenda was developed based on the 2015 Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, with the core message calling for "stronger collaboration, connectivity, and complementarity" between countries. This is critical to helping humanitarian response and emergency supplies arrive quickly and ensuring the livelihoods of those affected by natural disasters.
Possible Solutions

As suggested by the UN, "there is no universal blueprint for recovery—for individuals, communities, or nations. The process of economic rebuilding is unique to each country that is affected by a natural disaster." However, there are general solutions that can be applied to most natural disasters. When it comes to economic recovery, two factors are crucial: the rate and quality of recovery.

LEDCs are less able to recover from disasters quickly compared to MEDCS. For instance, 6 months after the 2010 Haiti earthquake, 98% of the rubble from the collapsed buildings remains uncleared, and 1.8 million people still live in relief camps, while nearly 50,000 temporary homes were immediately built after the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake in Japan. In extreme cases, because of the large scale of the Haiti earthquake in 2010, the costs of reconstruction even surpassed the country's annual GDP. Therefore, financial aid from developed countries is absolutely necessary to support those LEDCs as they recover from disasters, or else those countries might enter a long-term economic depression and have damaged buildings and facilities for many months. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) should also play the role of directing funds from MEDCs to LEDCS or negotiating between countries to cancel or reduce the interest payments of the loans borrowed by LEDCS accordingly to prevent those countries from falling into national debt.

As for the quality of recovery, not only should governments rebuild houses and infrastructure with higher safety standards to withstand future natural disasters, but governments should also develop better building codes, especially with regard to slums and informal settlements, by working with local NGOs. Although the problem won’t be eliminated considering the level of development and rural-urban migration in the LEDCs, improving the quality of recovery is a key step to mitigate future natural disasters.

As the vice president of ECOSOC emphasizes, "it is now time for action to turn these commitments into reality for all." Economic recovery should not just include post-disaster management, but also measures to improve the country's resilience against future disasters. This may include raising people’s awareness about natural disasters through education, setting up early warning systems and monitoring systems with the help of experts from developed countries, and building infrastructure like dykes and sea defenses.
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