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Since the beginning of the Atomic Age, safeguarding non-nuclear states against the use or threat of nuclear weapons has been a major concern in international relations. Nuclear weapons can have disastrous effects on both humanity and the Planet as a whole when they are used or threatened to be used. This threat is not only limited to states that possess nuclear weapons but also affect non-nuclear states who are at risk of becoming collateral damage in a nuclear conflict. In order to prevent such a disastrous outcome, it is essential to protect non-nuclear states from the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. 

To address this issue, the international community has adopted a number of actions. The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) plays a crucial role in this regard, as it aims to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and ultimately eliminate them. Additionally, various initiatives and agreements, such as the Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone treaties and the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), have been established to promote disarmament and increase the security of non-nuclear states. Nevertheless, much more needs to be done to ensure the protection of non-nuclear states from the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons.
Definition of Key Terms

Nuclear Weapons
Nuclear weapons refer to explosive devices that release a tremendous amount of energy in an extremely short time by undergoing a nuclear chain reaction. This reaction is initiated by the splitting (fission) of heavy atomic nuclei or by the fusion of light nuclei. Nuclear weapons can cause mass destruction and long-lasting radioactive fallout, making them among the most dangerous weapons in existence.
Nuclear Threats
Nuclear threats refer to the potential use of nuclear weapons or other radioactive materials as a means to cause harm, destruction, and terror. These threats can come in various forms, such as the unauthorized or accidental launch of a nuclear missile, a terrorist organization obtaining and using a nuclear device, or a state using nuclear weapons as a means of coercion or aggression. The catastrophic consequences of a nuclear event make the threat of nuclear weapons one of the greatest risks to global security and stability.
General Overview
Background
Nuclear weapons are weapons of mass destruction that release tremendous amounts of energy in a very short time. Their power has the potential to cause widespread destruction and devastation to entire cities, with effects that can last for decades. The immediate impact of a nuclear explosion includes blasts, heat, and radiation. The blast wave from a nuclear weapon can level buildings and cause widespread damage, while the heat generated by the explosion can cause fires that can spread and cause further destruction. The ionizing radiation from a nuclear explosion is extremely hazardous to life, causing a range of health effects including cancer, genetic mutations, and birth defects. In addition to the immediate effects, the use of nuclear weapons would have long-term consequences, including environmental damage, widespread radiation contamination, and a lasting impact on human health. The release of radioactive materials into the atmosphere can lead to the contamination of water, soil, and food, and have devastating effects on human health and the environment.

In order to address this issue, several international treaties and agreements have been established, including the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), which aims to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and promote disarmament, and the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), which bans all nuclear explosions. Despite these efforts, the threat of nuclear weapons use continues to exist, and many non-nuclear states feel vulnerable and exposed to the dangers posed by nuclear-armed states. To address this, several initiatives have been launched to strengthen the norms and rules against the use of nuclear weapons, including the Humanitarian Pledge, which calls for a focus on the humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons and a commitment to their elimination.
Problem Raised

Power Imbalances
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Non-nuclear states may feel vulnerable to the threat of nuclear weapons wielded by nuclear-armed states, leading to a power imbalance that can affect the stability of international relations. This power imbalance can lead to a situation where non-nuclear states feel they have to accept the status or be at a disadvantage in international negotiations. 
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An example of the power imbalances that can arise between nuclear-armed states and non-nuclear states is the situation between North Korea and its neighbors in the region. North Korea's possession of nuclear weapons gives it a significant military advantage over its neighbors, and its threat to the use of nuclear weapons affects the stability of the region and international relations. 
Difficulty In Verifying Disarmament
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Verifying that a state has disarmed or abandoned its nuclear weapons program is a complex and difficult task. It often requires a combination of technical expertise, on-site inspections, and the cooperation of the state in question. The difficulty in verifying disarmament makes it challenging to ensure that non-nuclear states are protected from the threat of nuclear weapons. 
An example of the difficulty in verifying disarmament is the situation with Iran's nuclear program. Despite international agreements aimed at preventing Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons, the international community has struggled to verify that Iran has fully abandoned its nuclear weapons program.
Lack Of Accountability
There is a lack of international accountability mechanisms in place to hold states responsible for their actions related to nuclear weapons, making it difficult to deter their use or threat of use. This lack of accountability can lead to a situation where states feel they can act with impunity, and there are no consequences for their actions. 
The situation in Syria is an example of the lack of accountability when it comes to nuclear weapons. The use of chemical weapons by the Syrian government, including the use of sarin gas in 2013, raised questions about the possibility of the use of other weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear weapons. However, there have been limited consequences for the Syrian government's actions, demonstrating the lack of accountability when it comes to the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons.
Difficulty In Convincing Nuclear-Armed States To Disarm
Convincing nuclear-armed states to disarm or give up their nuclear weapons is a challenging task, as they often see these weapons as essential to their national security. This perception of nuclear weapons as a deterrent can be difficult to change, and convincing states to give up their nuclear weapons can require sustained diplomatic efforts. 
The situation with North Korea's nuclear weapons program is an example of the difficulty in convincing a nuclear-armed state to disarm. Despite international pressure and multiple rounds of negotiations, North Korea has refused to give up its nuclear weapons, seeing them as essential to its national security.
Threat Of Nuclear Proliferation
The risk of nuclear proliferation remains a significant concern, as the spread of nuclear weapons to more states increases the likelihood of their use or threat of use. The existence of nuclear weapons in more states can also lead to a situation where the international community is unable to respond effectively to the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, further increasing the risk of their use. 
The situation in the Middle East, with multiple states pursuing nuclear weapons programs, is an example of the threat of nuclear proliferation. The spread of nuclear weapons to more states in the region increases the likelihood of their use or threat of use and creates a more unstable and dangerous international environment.
Key Players

United States of America
The United States has played a significant role in protecting non-nuclear states from the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons through various initiatives and agreements. For example, the US has ratified the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), which aims to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and promote disarmament. The US has also supported the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which is tasked with verifying that countries comply with their commitments under the NPT. Additionally, the US has participated in negotiations for arms control and disarmament treaties, such as the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) with Russia. The US has also taken measures to secure nuclear materials to prevent them from falling into the hands of non-state actors. These initiatives demonstrate the US's commitment to reducing the threat of nuclear weapons and ensuring their safe and secure use.

Russian Federation
Russia, as a nuclear-armed state and a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council, has a significant role in protecting non-nuclear states from the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. Russia has been a party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) since 1968 and has taken steps to reduce its nuclear arsenal and promote international stability. Additionally, Russia has participated in negotiations and initiatives aimed at reducing the threat of nuclear war and promoting disarmament, such as the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) and the Moscow Treaty. Russia also supports international efforts to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and materials to non-state actors.

The International Court of Justice (ICJ)
The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial body of the United Nations and is responsible for settling legal disputes between states and providing advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by international organizations and other entities. With regards to the protection of non-nuclear states from the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, the ICJ can provide advisory opinions on the legality of the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, which can be an important factor in shaping the international community's views on the issue. The ICJ's role in protecting non-nuclear states from the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons is limited to providing advisory opinions, but these opinions can still have a significant impact on shaping the international discourse and highlighting the legal implications of the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an international organization that works towards promoting the peaceful use of nuclear energy and preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons. The IAEA's role in protecting non-nuclear states from the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons is crucial. The IAEA verifies that non-nuclear weapons states are complying with their commitments under the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and other international agreements. Additionally, the IAEA promotes disarmament and works to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. The IAEA also provides guidance and support to countries looking to develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, with a focus on ensuring that the technology is used safely and securely. By strengthening the safety and security of nuclear facilities, the IAEA reduces the risk of accidents and incidents that could pose a threat to other states. The IAEA plays a significant role in promoting the peaceful use of nuclear energy, preventing the spread of nuclear weapons, and protecting non-nuclear states from the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons.
UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

The United Nations is dedicated to promoting international peace and security and preventing the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) is an international treaty aimed at preventing the spread of nuclear weapons and promoting disarmament. The NPT has three pillars: non-proliferation, disarmament, and the peaceful use of nuclear energy. Non-nuclear states pledge not to acquire nuclear weapons and allow International Atomic Energy Agency inspections to verify their compliance. Nuclear-weapon states are obligated to pursue disarmament and assist non-nuclear states in the peaceful use of nuclear energy. The NPT has 190 state parties, including the five recognized nuclear-weapon states (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States). The NPT is reviewed every five years at a review conference, where state parties assess progress and make recommendations for the future. The NPT remains a crucial tool in international efforts to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and promote disarmament.
Timeline of Events
	Date
	Description of event

	August 6, 1945 
	The use of the world's first deployed atomic bomb on the city of Hiroshima by the United States

	July 1, 1968
	The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) is signed

	September 24, 1996
	The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is adopted by the United Nations General Assembly

	April 8, 2010
	The United States and Russia sign the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START)

	July 7, 2017
	The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) is adopted by the United Nations General Assembly


Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) is one of the key international agreements aimed at protecting non-nuclear states from the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. The NPT has been successful in preventing the spread of nuclear weapons to new states. By requiring non-nuclear signatories to forgo the acquisition of nuclear weapons, the treaty has helped to limit the number of states with access to these weapons. However, the NPT has also faced challenges. Some non-nuclear signatories, such as Iran, have been accused of pursuing nuclear weapons in secret, and the five recognized nuclear-weapon states have made limited progress towards disarmament. This has led to concerns about the unequal distribution of nuclear weapons and the potential for proliferation. Additionally, the NPT has faced criticism for its focus on non-proliferation and its limited progress on disarmament. Some argue that the treaty has not done enough to reduce the threat posed by existing nuclear weapons, and that it has failed to address the underlying security and political issues that drive states to pursue these weapons.

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an international organization established in 1957 to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy and to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. The IAEA has been successful in monitoring the nuclear programs of its member states to ensure they are not being used for military purposes. The agency inspects nuclear facilities and reviews reports submitted by member states on their nuclear activities to verify compliance with international agreements. However, the IAEA's ability to detect secret nuclear weapons programs is limited by the resources available to it and by the cooperation of member states. The agency also faces criticism for its limited authority to enforce its decisions and its dependence on the cooperation of member states. Despite these challenges, the IAEA has made important contributions to global non-proliferation efforts. The agency's inspections and monitoring have helped to build trust among member states and to ensure that the peaceful use of nuclear energy is not misused for military purposes.
Possible Solutions
Expansion of existing nuclear-free zones
Expanding existing nuclear-free zones is a key approach to protecting non-nuclear states from the threat of nuclear weapons. A nuclear-free zone is a region where the development, production, acquisition, and stationing of nuclear weapons is prohibited by treaty. This can be done in different ways including the negotiation of new treaties. Negotiating new treaties between the states in a region can help to expand the zone by incorporating new states into the agreement. This would increase the number of states that are committed to non-proliferation and disarmament, and help to create a more secure region.The establishment of these zones can help to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and reduce the threat of their use. Expanding existing nuclear-free zones involves negotiating and implementing new treaties and agreements that extend the coverage of the zone. This can involve the participation of additional states in the region, as well as the negotiation of new protocols or amendments to existing treaties.
Increased transparency and international inspections
Increased transparency and international inspections are critical measures that can help to reduce the threat of nuclear weapons and protect non-nuclear states from their use or threat of use. By improving verification and monitoring mechanisms, states can increase transparency and accountability in the area of disarmament and non-proliferation. This can be achieved through the establishment of international inspection regimes, such as the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which is tasked with monitoring and verifying compliance with non-proliferation and disarmament obligations. In addition, the application of joint inspections, where states work together to conduct inspections, can help to increase transparency and build trust. By working together, states can enhance their ability to detect and prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and related technology and promote a safer world. By improving verification and monitoring mechanisms and promoting international cooperation, states, and international organizations can help to create a safer and more secure world.
Increasing public awareness and education
Increasing public awareness and education about the dangers and consequences of nuclear weapons and the importance of disarmament is a critical aspect of protecting non-nuclear states from the threat of nuclear weapons. This promotion can be done in different ways including education in school curricula. Including disarmament and non-proliferation education in school curricula can help to build a new generation of informed citizens who understand the importance of non-proliferation and disarmament. This can also foster a culture of peace and stability, and encourage the development of international security arrangements that do not rely on nuclear weapons. In addition, the use of social media platforms to share information and engage with the public can help to reach a wider audience and raise awareness about the dangers and consequences of nuclear weapons. By creating online communities and sharing information, governments, international organizations, and civil society groups can help to mobilize public support for disarmament and non-proliferation efforts. Increasing public awareness and education is a critical step in reducing the threat of nuclear weapons and protecting non-nuclear states from their use or threat of use. By raising public awareness and understanding of these issues, governments, and international organizations can work together to create a safer world and promote peace and security.
Promotion of dialogue and engagement between nuclear-armed and non-nuclear-armed states
Promoting dialogue and engagement between nuclear-armed and non-nuclear-armed states is an important step in reducing the threat of nuclear weapons and protecting non-nuclear states from their use or threat of use. Encouraging regular bilateral and multilateral talks between nuclear-armed and non-nuclear-armed states can help to build trust and reduce tensions. These talks can provide an opportunity for states to engage in constructive dialogue on disarmament and non-proliferation issues, and to discuss ways to address this issue. In addition, supporting track-2 diplomacy, which involves unofficial and informal dialogue between states is also an effective solution. This type of diplomacy can provide an opportunity for states to engage in informal and constructive dialogue on disarmament and non-proliferation issues.
Bibliography

“Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists.” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 17 Jan. 2023, https://thebulletin.org/. 
“Home.” Home - Reaching Critical Will, https://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/disarmament-fora/nuclear-disarmament/humanitarian-imperative. 
“Homepage.” CTBTO, https://www.ctbto.org/. 
“Humanitarian Case.” ICAN, https://www.icanw.org/humanitarian_case. 
ICAN, https://www.icanw.org/. 
International Committee of the Red Cross. “Humanitarian Impacts and Risks of Use of Nuclear Weapons.” International Committee of the Red Cross, 9 Jan. 2023, https://www.icrc.org/en/document/humanitarian-impacts-and-risks-use-nuclear-weapons. 
International Committee of the Red Cross. “Humanitarian Impacts and Risks of Use of Nuclear Weapons.” International Committee of the Red Cross, 9 Jan. 2023, https://www.icrc.org/en/document/humanitarian-impacts-and-risks-use-nuclear-weapons. 
“Nuclear Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Training Programme in-Person Workshop Resumes in Hiroshima.” UNITAR, https://unitar.org/about/news-stories/news/nuclear-disarmament-and-non-proliferation-training-programme-person-workshop-resumes-hiroshima. 
“Official Web Site of the IAEA.” International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 6 Feb. 2023, https://www.iaea.org/. 
Pike, John. “Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD).” 2010 WMD - Weapons of Mass Destruction Reports, https://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/report/2010/. 
“Publications.” UNIDIR, https://www.unidir.org/publications. 
“Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) – UNODA.” United Nations, United Nations, https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/. 
“Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) – UNODA.” United Nations, United Nations, https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/. 
“Unoda – United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs.” United Nations, United Nations, https://www.un.org/disarmament/. 
“Unspeakable Suffering: The Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons.” ICAN, https://www.icanw.org/unspeakable_suffering_the_humanitarian_impact_of_nuclear_weapons. 
“Weapons of Mass Destruction.” SIPRI, https://www.sipri.org/research/armament-and-disarmament/weapons-mass-destruction. 
“A World without Nuclear Weapons.” Global Zero, 2 Feb. 2023, https://www.globalzero.org/. 
“A World without Nuclear Weapons.” Global Zero, 2 Feb. 2023, https://www.globalzero.org/the-global-zero-movement-for-a-world-without-nuclear-weapons/. 
Navy test of a Trident Submarine-Launched Ballistic Missile (SLBM)





Kim Jong Un and Moon Jae-in prepare to shake hands over the military demarcation line.





Map of Iran’s nuclear facilities
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