Writing a Resolution for Dummies

The main idea behind writing a resolution is to present a solution to a problem in a clear, concise, and organized manner.  There are two parts to a resolution:  the problem and the solution.  The first part includes the preambulary clauses.  This is where you state the problem you chose to address.  Try to make your problem as compelling as possible using the information you found during your research (statistics, quotes, reports, etc.).  It is much more gripping to say that “One in four Nigerois children dies before reaching the age of five”, a quote from a BBC news report, than to simply say that a lot of people are dying.  Each of the preambulary clauses should address one specific aspect of the problem.  The second part of the resolution includes the activating clauses.  This is where you state your solution to the problem previously addressed.  The easiest way for you, and the way that will be easiest for the other delegates to understand, to address the problem is for each preambulary clause you listed, provide a corresponding activating clause.  The main thing to remember is that you cannot simply say, “Here is the solution.”  You must also include information on how the solution will be carried out.  Things like funding, membership, structure, and time period may be needed.  

Resolutions are written as one sentence.  All resolutions should start with a heading that includes what committee the resolution is for, the topic of the resolution, and the country that proposed the resolution.  In the first part, use one of the preambulary phrases.  Italicize the preambulary phrase and end each thought with a comma.  Following the preamble is a call to action, that says “your country hereby”, that ends with a colon.  The activating clauses are numbered and bolded and each thought is ended with a semicolon except the final one that ends with a period.  Single space each clause and double space between the clauses.  Resolutions must be typed in an easy to read font.  Eleven-point font is preferable, however if it is necessary to limit your resolution in length to one page, front only, you may use a different size.

Now, in the off chance that you did not quite understand all of what was just said, here is a sample resolution that should clarify everything.

Committee








Topic

Proposed by








Country

Noting the increasing weight of books,

Taking into account the weight of book bags,

Deeply concerned with the potential back problems that students could face in the future,

Country hereby:

1. Suggests the use of paper-back books that are both lighter and cheaper;

2. Recommends that schools purchase class sets of all books using the surplus that resulted from the switch to paper-back books;

3. Calls for students to leave the books issued to them at home.

After writing your resolution, go through the following checklist.
· Is the resolution written from the point of view of your country?

· Is your problem clearly explained in the preamble?

· Is your solution complete?

· If money is required, where will it come from?

· If there are members, how will they be chosen?

· Is there any time frame in which your plan of action will be carried out?

· Is every concern from the preamble addressed?

· Is your format correct?
